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Minutes of Meeting 
 

May 26, 2005 
 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT    CMAC STAFF PRESENT
Nancy E. McFadden, Chair    J. Keith Berger, Executive Director 
Diane M. Griffiths      Enid Barnes  
Teresa P. Hughes      Theresa Bueno 
Vicki Marti       Paul Cerles 
Lynn Schenk       Denise DeTrano 
Cathie Bennett Warner     Steve Soto 

         Michael Tagupa 
      Mervin Tamai 
      Carol Tate 

 
 
 COMMISSIONER ABSENT 
 Marco Firebaugh 
  

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS PRESENT 
Bob Sands, Department of Finance 
Sunni Burns, Department of Health Services 
 
 
I. Call to Order 

 
The May 26, 2005 open session meeting of the California Medical Assistance 

Commission (CMAC) was called to order by Chair Nancy E. McFadden.  A quorum was 
present. 

 
II. Approval of Minutes 

 
The May 12, 2005 meeting minutes were approved as prepared by CMAC staff. 
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III. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Mr. Berger reported that there were no new requests from hospitals or health 
plans to appear before the Commission in closed session at this time. 
 

Mr. Berger informed the Commissioners that there were 19 amendments and 
new contracts for action during today’s closed session as well as some updates and 
strategic discussions on current negotiations. 
 

Mr. Berger noted that the proposed language regarding the Commissioners’ 
salary reduction was approved by the Senate, but rejected by the Assembly.  Chair 
Nancy McFadden responded that the Commission has no position on the proposed 
salary reduction language. 
 

Mr. Berger asked Sunni Burns to give the Commission an update on the hospital-
financing waiver. 
 

Ms. Burns reported that the State does not have an approved waiver.  Ms. Burns 
briefly went over the “Hospital Financing Waiver Status Update” report, which describes 
the structure of the hospital-financing redesign proposal that is being negotiated by the 
State and Federal Government.  She indicated that none of the items on the report have 
been finalized.  Ms. Burns made a copy of the report available for the Commissioners 
and the public.  A copy of the report is attached. 

 
 Mr. Berger asked Mr. Sands to give the Commission a brief update on the 
Governors’ Budget May Revise that came out after the last Commission meeting. 
 
 Mr. Sands took a moment to introduce Nathan Stanley, a new staff member at 
the Department of Finance (DOF); Mr. Sands added that Mr. Stanley will be working 
with CMAC. 
 
 Mr. Sands informed the Commission that the Senate approved, but the Assembly 
rejected, language that would required Medi-Cal expenditures to be consistent with the 
estimated budget expenses; both Houses approved “Medicare” language that if needed 
would provide emergency drug coverage for 60 days starting January 1, 2006; both 
Houses rejected the Governor’s proposal regarding premium payments for Medi-Cal 
beneficiaries; both Houses excluded the requirements that Aged, Blind and Disabled 
beneficiaries be mandatorily enrolled in Managed Care as part of the Managed Care 
Redesign Proposal, and both Houses rejected the Administration’s California RX 
program for the uninsured.  After his update, Mr. Sands answered a few questions from 
the Commission. 
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IV. Medi-Cal Managed Care Activities 
 
 Mr. Berger indicated that there was nothing new to report at this time. 
 
 
V. New Business/Public Comments/Adjournment 
 

There being no further new business and no additional comments from the 
public, Chair Nancy McFadden recessed the open session.  Chair McFadden opened 
the closed session, and after closed session items were addressed, adjourned the 
closed session, at which time the Commission reconvened in open session.  Chair 
McFadden announced that the Commission had taken action on hospital and managed 
care contracts and amendments in closed session.  The open session was then 
adjourned. 










